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The Anaconda


The Anaconda snake is known to be one of the largest and most powerful snakes in the world and is a part of the boa family. Another name for the anaconda snake is the water boa. This non venomous snake is found in the Tropical South American area and known to be the actual largest in the western hemisphere.  The different species include the green anaconda (Eunectes murinus), the yellow anaconda (Eunectes notaeus), and the dark-spotted anaconda (Eunectes deschauenseei). The largest out of the three is the green anaconda. Green anacondas can develop to more than 29 feet (8.8 meters), weigh more than 550 pounds (227 kilograms), and measure more than 12 inches (30 centimeters) in diameter. As in most species, the females are considerably larger than males. Anacondas survive in swamps, marshes, and slow-moving streams. They are mainly in the tropical rain forests of the Amazon and Orinoco basins. They are awkward on land but better when in the water. Their eyes and nasal openings are on top of their heads which allows them to lay in wait for prey while remaining nearly entirely underwater. Due to the anaconda’s enormous size and them being carnivorous, their diet consists of wild pigs, deer, birds, turtles, capybara, caimans, and even jaguars. Anacondas are nonvenomous constrictor. After capturing their food, they twist their powerfully built bodies around the captured prey and clutch them until the animal suffocates. Their jaws are attached by stretchy ligaments, permitting them to ingest their prey whole, no matter the size. After a huge meal, they can go weeks, or even months without food. Female anacondas preserve their eggs and give birth to two to three dozen live young. Baby snakes are about 2 feet (0.6 meters) long when they are born. When they are born, they almost know how to completely swim and hunt. Anacondas are known to be most active during the nighttime. Anacondas are sometimes kept in zoos, animal centers, or contained for research around the world. In some exotic countries, it is said that they are kept as pets. Whichever the case may be, there are recommendations for housing. For neonate Anacondas, it is recommended that they are put into a small enclosure, such as a 20 gallon tank. It is not suggested to have cages with screen lids because it makes it hard to maintain humidity and the snake can get nose rub. Other options for enclosures include Melamine racks and Plastics caging. An adult anaconda is going to need more room than a younger anaconda. Normally it is good to get a new cage once the snake doubles in size. The average anaconda lifespan in the wild is about ten years. When in captivity they typically survive 10-30 years. The oldest captive green anaconda on record is 31 years. Sadly, like many animals, the anaconda has become endangered mainly because of habitat loss. The Amazon Rainforest, the only place that the anaconda can be found naturally, is suffering from deforestation because of the increase of urban cities in the area. Nevertheless, progress has been recently made towards saving the rainforest through an effort to rapidly boost the eco-tourism industry in Brazil, as well as the advancing land efficient farming.
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